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A sinister plot
enwrapped in a
cloak of gentility
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Fgr 25 years, Daniel Moni has honored
his native Argentina with a festival in D.C.

BY DAVID MONTGOMERY

aniel Manzoni holds hone in his

Argentine card game. The trophies are wrapped
in an Argentine newspaper, from his annual
December trip in search of artists

hmdand waits for it to ring. The

‘will be a talk-show host from

R.uuo La Jefa (Boss Radio) 700 AM.

He will wantto hear about the annual

Argentine Festival this Saturday evening in

Arlington. Manzoni runs the festival as if his life

depended on it — which, at a certain existential
level, it does.

He is sitting in his cramped home office in
Alexandria a few days before the festival,
surrounded by his books of sociology, self-help
and epic poetry; a volume of Eva Peron photos;
snapshots of his late parents back in Mar del
Plata, and of himself as a tall, long-haired soccer
star. Now, at 58, he is balding and his goatee is
gray. His tie is tightly knotted. He came straight
from the office, at the US. Department of
Agriculture, to wait for the call.

‘While he waits, he unpacks the golden
trophies he will award the tango artists and
those who win a tournament of truco, an

and supplies. He ‘dple-chmka his spreadsheet
detailing where the dancers, crooners and
musicians will stay, and who will pick them up
from themto

The phone rings — and now Manzoni is
speaking Spanish live on the radio, his face
softening and becoming younger, with an eager

the VIP guests, the raffle of raunﬂ -trip airline
tickets between Miami and Buenos Aires, the
"lniaml empanadas and the sausage sand-

"We ixml.e the whole Argentine, Latin Ameri-

‘community” Manzoni says. “We

l:.nve a delightful festival with tremendous

artists in folk music, unm , 50 we hope
for the whole commm
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ARGENTINA CONTINUED ON C3
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A cultural
conservator

I h fh‘ il Ar t' nized and prepare in advance. I "

am following that American be-
n honor of his natlive Ardentina s

Some Argentinos think I am toa "I\

ARGENTINA FROM C1 del Plata in the mid-1970s, active  but to come and share the com-  serious about that.” .
in progressive student govern- mon culture. The purposewasto ~ With a budget of about
keeps at his elbow. ment circles. Shortly after the heal these wounds” $10,000, the festival barely
‘The Festival Argentino is hard- coup of 1976, agents  He felt torn between two rode-  breaks even. nlists vol-

pects 375 to 425 people, paying

stormed his parents’ apartment,
looking for Manzoni. They men-
aced his father and sexually as-

os. He went to work for his new
nation, first in the Commerce

even. Manzoni e
unteers to share the work, but
none of them have stayed with
him from

$20inadvanceor $30 atthedoor,  saulted his mother, but th par-  whilespending more than a thou- “He is always working on the il
at the Thomas Jefferson Commu-  ents never disclosed that their  sand unpaid hours ayear outside festival” year-round, says his
nity Theatre on South Old Glebe  son was in another apartment in  the office producing the festival.  wife, Carmen, who is from El y—
Rnaivendutsmnaemngnh the same building. The men left  He realized, that, in a funny way,  Salvador and works in hotel ban- gy
mdwrﬁurmmmﬂb graffiti on a wall: “Danielito, mmmhhrﬂlywsmom quet service. They have no ehil- e
maop.n'[mauand Ik dance  we're going to kill you" American an immigrant si- festival is his baby" v
workshops are 10 am. to 1 p.m. ‘Overwhelmed with guilt and mummouslymnn;lnthcnw ‘With just a few days to go, ey
Saturday and 1to 4 p.m. Sunday.  fear, he fled the country an land and saluting his origins. If Manzoni sprints through his to- P
‘Yet, after 25 years, the festival  eventually reached Washington he were still in A:genﬂnf he dolist. He hauls piles of supplies
has proved to be an enduringly in 1978. Before he left, friends  would never have become a self- from the attic. He walks the [
singular creation, a quirky insti-  who stayed to resist the dictator-  conscious cultural conservator. sidewalks and shopping plazas of —
tution founded on one man’s ship madehim promisetobuilda ‘The obsessive attention to de-  Arlington and hands out fliers. -—
passion and pain. lh'ewmhycﬂhdzuommnnld.e- tail that makes him a good festi- He drives Menghi to a series of -
“You can just feel that it feeds  als. val planner also suits his workin  media interviews. Menghi, 36, a -
him in such a deep way," says Jim He got where he compiles composer of “tango > -
-ukzmu for  the University of the District of monthly prices of dairy products  fusion,” represents a new genera- -
Dmlnp- Columbia, sold empanadas from  in regional markets. At work, his  tion of Argentine artists, reimag- -
ment, which provides the theater | a vending cart on K Street NW fuﬁvl]mﬂnnisumi—]lgend— ining tango in contexts of jazz,
free through its Arlington Cultur-  and earned a master’s degree in  ary and has earned him electronica and world musie. -—
al Affairs division. “As a Latin from Volunteer Séﬂ'lm “One role of the festival is to help
music fan, I can tell you, the George Mason University. He ap- ward. these new artists” Manzoni says. -
people he brings — are  plied for citizenship on the first “Culturally, I am one hundred. Finally, there is nothing more -
no-joke people. These are top- day he was cllgiblnand sworehis percent Argentino” he says. todo. -
quality artists. He really digs oathin1989. the same time, “when you come “I'm worried about whether
p," adds Byers, who also hosts “When I started the Argentine  to the United States, you start  people will come” Manzoni says. o
‘lahnmmrmmmmlﬂm'nn Festival, T hoped that I could hearing about voluntderism “It's the same worry every year.”
WPFW (89.3 FM). honor all these individuals who  more” Also, g

'ﬁJeﬁmlﬂ‘ﬂ"ﬂ,l’ﬂ]ﬂBﬂ.mk
place in a public library, with
empanadas and Coke, and some-
one reciting lines from “Martin
Fierro,” the classic poem about &

Manzoni then was just figur-
ing out his United States rodeo.
He had been a sociology student

at the National University of Mar

fought for democracy, that thur
fight was not in vain,”

wanted people not to be ufrulrl of
their own political consciousness




